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Labeo rohita, Cirrihina mrigala and Catla catla are the three major Indian carps cultured rather extensively in most parts of the country. So far, 48 species of myxozoans represented by 8 genera namely, Myxobolus (18 species), Thelohaenellus (18), Neothelohaenellus (2), Myxidium (2), Chloromyxum, Sphaerospora, Gyrospora and Lomosporus (1 each) are known. Of these, 9 species are reported severely pathogenic. Between the hosts, L. rohita appeared most susceptible with as many as 31 species of myxozoa followed by Ci. mrigala (12) and C. catla (7). Parasite virulence was, however, high in C. catla mortality rates reaching 82 to 90%. Ci. mrigala and L. rohita had both low to moderate mortality (2-22%) the prevalence of infection being clearly high (87.5%) among Ci. mrigala fingerlings.
Overall, gill myxoboliasis is the most widely distributed being found in all three species throughout India. Mortalities due to this infection could be heavy during certain seasons as with November – December 2000 incident in some parts in southern India. Pathogenic effects usually include hypertrophy of secondary gill lamellae and atrophy of branchial arches. In contrast, gill sphaerosporiasis appeared localized. Necrosis of gills is common, mortality being relatively high (48-56%). Renal myxosporiasis caused by Neothelohaenellus in fingerlings of Ci. mrigala appeared exceptional being found merely in West Bengal. Dermal lesions by Myxobolus and Thelohaenellus are common ailments. Jaundice in C. catla caused by Chloromyxum sp. often resulted in high (80%) mortality among juvenile fish. As many as 9 species of Thelohaenellus are reported (from Deccan Plateau) causing gill and dermal lesions with subdued virulence and pathogenicity.  

Overall, carp fisheries in India endure heavy losses amid wide-ranging conditions. Deprived culture settings and overstocking could be the major factors controlling parasite distribution and its pathogenicity. Application of herbal material for management of myxoboliasis proved successful to a certain extent. 
